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b Pebruary 1957

SUBJECT: Conference st National Science Foundation on Development
of en Area-lengusge Specielist Register

1. Per request by GG OCR/Liaison Divislon, 25X1A9a
the undersigned attended on 30 January 1957 a meeting held at the
Eationsl Science Poundation, 1520 H. Street, N. W., to discuss the
proposed development of s reglater of Area-lLanguage Specislist personnel
by the Foundation. Invited to the meeting were representatives of
M, OCB, Department of Defense, Pepartment of the Army (Speciel
¥Warfsre), USAP (D/I), Stete Department, Public Heelth and Welfare
eytment, USIA, ICA, Civil Service Commission, Department of
Agriculture, and the American Council of Learned Societies. The
darsigned attended ss an observer only, as aia [N 25X1A%9a
”o. , meeting was chaired by Dr. Tom Mills of the National Science
Foundation.

2. Fagkground

&. At present, national-level regiasters of speclalist
perscanel exist only for specinlists in the physical sciences, earth
selences, 1ife sciences (anatomy, zoology, blology, etc.), meteorology,

grephy, psychology, certain engineering specislties and others
fses Bnclosure 1, attached to original only). These registers, developed
ot & previous time by the National Science Foundatlon, have three
gbjectives: 1) To serve as a stand-by tool for canvassing resources
in time of emergency, 2) to provide a statisticsl aid to the review
of the sdequacy snd character of specialist perscnnel, and 3) to sct
ald for business and government, in the event of

partizs m . The registers provide detailed informetion,
recorasd on 1OM cards and microfilm, as to age, sex, geographical

ition, langusge qualifications, ete., in addition to the specialties
poesesged by the individual.

b. 'The Mational Sclence Foundation 1s slso conduating &
paticnal survey of current earned doctorsl degrees with the intent of
1dsntifying educational trends in the development of specialist
perascnnel {Enclosure 2). At the sape time, it is surveying the actual
amployment of the gpecislists so registered by sending them questionnaires
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six months %0 & year after thelr campletion of work for their degres.

e. %The concept of & sepsrate Arves-Langusge Specinlist
Register has been lnvestigated ip the pest by the Clvil Bervice
Compission (on the request of OMN); however, the Department of Defense
vas unable et that time to expreas sufficiemtly distinet requiremente,
and the ides dled & naturel death.

4, e t of Defense bas now transmitied to OEM
& strong recoamendation for develomment of & similer register, though
with privary reference to langusge compatence. OIM has, Iin turn,
inddcated to Bationsl Science Poundation the sdvisebility of exploring
e combined Ares-Langusge Specialismt Regilster.

&. Discussion concentruted on the uzes for the register,
vith some attention to the terms of reference {0 ba considered In
designing it. It wees agreed that in general the register should have
grest utility. Individual comments are as follows:

P8Ia - eanticipates very great nesd; Ares-Specialist positions
are presently under proposal to Congresg for incorporation in s Caveer
Service.

LIGRART OF CONGRESE - interested primerily in diseiplines
subdividec sligstion rather than the reverse; requires

only broad aves distinctions.

RE - rather minor inﬁmt in aves
s professional competsnce.

DARTMENNM FSI) - such regilater would lend itself primerily
ing and consuitetion requirements rather than to recruitment
maf%ﬁhaavxmmmntmmﬁamwmmmﬁam
aglances in sddition to ares knowledge. ¥The department depands primarily
miﬁmm&ﬁngmwinm&msmmmmnw

here apnd wbrosd. {Sse Ares Specislist appreisal sheet, Bnclosure 3.}

AR

\GRICULSUNE - the requirement for profaﬁiml

EEEARLIRBS L L
campetence in ag {ture makes any vegister, inmdequate; would expect
to eontinme to train most of its people.
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E - Psychological Varfare and Uneonventional

heav? exphasis on disciplines, with ares competence
emztng sacand, has m tem'i@ ares training program, military personnel
only.

‘ requires generallsts rether than specialists except
in m gei;i.ng £1eld. ¥ill heve great need for Ares Specialists
in the event of mobilimetion since the military persomnel will
lenve to fight the var. :

t. The point wes made that s review of the vhole concept
of wobiliration nllocations mey be nmecessary before adequate cooperation
my be ohtained from goversment sgencies in developing the register.
While most sgencies presently have & register of sorts for their own
requirements which in turn would be most useful in establishing the
master register, the spencles dlstinctly conflict with one another
in their presuwmptions of tg::writy in the procurement of speelalist
persopnal. %This hes in past led to a dog-in~the-manger attitude
with regard to the development of community-wide rescurces.

e. 'The discussion of appropriate terms of reference indicated
that sch coordination must be done before there ls sgreement on the
information to be recorded., It was tentatlively commented that decision
must be made on the msoner of recording such informetlion as diseiplines
sod sub-3isciplines, dialects within langusge groups, levels of
competence in langusges, non-acedemic ares study or experience, and
18entification of the differences in the mobiliwetion role {e.g. the
genernlist versus the specialist).

4. The OCB representetive remarked thet an intangidle bui
nonetheless important bepefit of the reglster will be its attaimment
of a concluaive atatement of the faucts--an Inventory of the situastion
which ghould mlleviate some officiel worries end feelings of pressure
which are not ectually sppropriate.

- . 'The group sgresd that each agency, in contemplating
detailed requirements for the reglster should devote conslidersble -
thought to its sctunl mobiligetion requirements and that this should be
spplied to the specific responses to de made in future consultations.
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b, The Netional Science Poundation intends to digpatch &
letter to each interested Ageney, including the CIA, which will
d reatate the proposal for the register and request speeific affirmative
or non-affirmative indication of interest. It iz recommended that
the response to this letter, as well as future conferences which mey
be called with regard to the register, be coordinated further with
the Office of Personnel, OCI, end appropriste elements of ID/P.
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